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CHAPTER XXXIV.
Morris passes tlie winter of 1796 in London. News of the armistice on the Rhine. Letter to Washington. Chosen honorary member of the Highland Society. Dines with the Duke of Argyll., The King's drawing-room. Goes to the House of Commons. The Princess of Wales. Mr. Adams. Pitt speaks in the House of Commons. Fox. Sheridan. Letter to Washington. Letter .to Alexander Hamilton. Mrs. Montague's drawing-room. The Queen's drawing-room, French victory in Italy. View of St. Paul's. Dines with Pitt at Lord Gow-er's. The House of Lords. Dines with Mrs. Vassal.
THE winter of 1796 Morris passed in London, watching the progress of events on the Continent, and enjoying the society of his many friends among the Jmigrds. The hospitality of numbers of English friends and acquaintances was always acknowledged in his diary, which daily records an opera-party, a dinner, or a supper. Foreign affairs naturally commanded the larger share of his attention, and rumors concerning the movements of the armies, as well as facts, are to be found in the pages of the diary. "There is nothing new," says the entry for January 8th, " but I find the people in the City are getting off their high but false opinion of the French plan of finance. The gazette (the London Times *) announces an armistice between the French and Austrians on the Rhine, the account of which reached town at one o'clock, by way of Paris, to-day."
" Some mails are arrived from Hamburg [January nth].
* The Times, with four of the great English journals, appeared about the year 1771, and journalism became a responsible agent in the affairs of the world.l I say a word about Mr. Pinckney's treaty with Spain, which you will doubtless receive before this letter reaches you. But I will drop one hint upon a great leading point ; viz., the right of neutral powers to trade with the West India colonies of a belligerent power, upon a permission given by               [December i4th], tells me that the French have made a
